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ALBANY REGIONAL HOSPITAL, ON-SITE ORTHOPAEDIC SURGEON 

677. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the Albany Regional Hospital.  The Royal Flying Doctor Service flew 28 patients out from Albany 
Region Hospital during the month of January, which is a record number.  I believe that most of them needed 
orthopaedic surgery.  This is unacceptable for the 35 000 people living in Albany when they have a first-class 
medical facility that could be used if there was an on-site orthopaedic surgeon. 
Hon Tom Stephens:  Order, order. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister should not be calling me to order after his outburst. 
The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  A point has been made.  The member should get to the question. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  What is the Government doing to attract an orthopaedic surgeon to Albany?  
Given that I asked this same question nearly one year ago on 7 May, and that Albany has the highest number of 
retirees in Western Australia, I ask that this matter be given the urgent priority that it deserves and should have 
been given a long time ago. 
The PRESIDENT:  Order, member!  There was a bit of a speech there. 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question.  

Advertising to replace the orthopaedic surgeon began in mid-2002 with no interest being expressed within 
Australia.  Following subsequent advertising overseas, contact has been made with a suitably qualified overseas-
trained orthopaedic surgeon.  Negotiations are under way with this doctor with the view to his residing in 
Albany, possibly by the end of this financial year.  In addition, arrangements have been made for an orthopaedic 
surgeon to visit Albany on a regular basis whose services commenced on 7 March 2003.  The Government 
continues to place a high priority on health services in the Albany area and is working towards re-establishing 
residential orthopaedic services in Albany at the soonest possible opportunity. 
 


